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THE TERROR ОҒ THE 


THIS PLANT 15 
KILLING ME... 


Mix TOGETHER A, 

—— SCIENTIST, A 
BEAUTI WOMAN. ам? 
А KILLER IN THE МӨ 


YOU WiLL MEET... 
THE PLANT 
THAT KILLS! 


Y OPENS AT THE NEWTON 
NT! гаў FOUNDATION, T ei 
HAS BEEN САШЕР.. 


РК.РАККЕК, THIS MEETING WAS 
BECAUSE THE FOUNDATION 
EIVED SOME RATHER 
SPI AR REPORTS ON THE 
EXPERIMENT YOU'VE BEEN 
WORKING ON. 


NATURALLY, WE DON'T WISH TO PRY A SHORT TIME, I WILL BY INJECTING MUMAN BLOOD 
INTO YOUR SECRET WORK UT TURN PLANTS /МТ% AND My SECRET FORMULA 
ІТ 16 YOUR DUTY TO CAST NO HUMAN BEINGS! INTO YOUNG PLANTS, 
UNFAVORABLE REFLECTIONS UPON 

US NOW CAN YOU TELL US SOME- 


+ CONVINCED... 
WHAT ! 
THING OF YOUR WORK? < НЕ MUST ВЕ CRAZYI 
TLL BE IMPOSSIBLE! 

HAPPY TO, GENTLEME! 
IT 15 AN EXPERIMENT 
WHICH WILL CHANGE 
THE COURSE OF 


LAUGH, YOU FOOLS... BUT SOON, ІЦ. SHOW THEM! T 
YOU'LL COME BEGGING MY THE WORLD! ТНЕК 
FORGIVENESS FOR YOUR NO LAUGHTER THEN 

STUPIDITY ! ча 


WHEN DR. PARKER REACHED HIS PRIVATE LABOR~ LAUGHTER! HOW DARE THEY 

ATORY THE OUTSKIRTS OF TOWN. LAUGH AT THE GREATEST 
SCIENTIST THIS COUNTRY WAS 
EVER BLESSED WITH 


LEWIS, I LOVE 
THEY'RE 121075, LENORE! you 50! 


pie TH 
BLIND STUPID IDIOTS! BUT N — ^ ЛА 
МЕ WILL SHOW THEM...IF IT 

IS THE LAST THING І PO ON я я 
THIS EARTH, I'LL MAKE THEM LET'S GET TO WORK 
TAKE BACK THEIR LAUGHTER! NOW! 


DR. PARKER AND LENORE PROCEEDED) AND THEN IT WAS TIME TO 
TO THE BACK PART OF THE LABOR- THE PLAN 
ATORY WHERE THE EXPERIMENTAL 


PLANT WAS KEPT... 
WHILE YOU 
WERE GONE, I CHARTEU THE 
PLANT'S 
BREATHING 
AND 


ITS GROWTH 
HAS BEEN TWICE 
AS FAST SINCE 


IT STARTED TO TWITCH Ñ| 


IWHEN WE INCREASED 
IT'S GROWN THREE НЕ INJECTION OF BLOOD! 
INCHES IN LESS THAN - 


А WEEK! I KNEW IT WANTS 


MORE! IT'S GOT 
TO HAVE MORE 
BLOOD! 


THE PLANT IS NOW GETTING 
ALMOST A HALF PINT OF 800 
А DAY. WE'VE EACH BEEN 
GIVING A QUARTER CF AP. 


(Е WE GIVE ANY MORE. > 
OF OUR OWN BLOOD, WEL 
SCARCELY 
WE'VE 


ALREADY 
REALIZEC THAT 
BUT NOTHING 
MUST INTERFERE 
WITH THE PLANT'S 


LENORE AND THE DOCTOR GAVE THE PLANT 
AS MUCH BLOOD AS THEY POSSIBLY СОР 
-.BUT STILL THE PLANT WRITHED AND 
TH HUNGER... PARKER GREW 
FRANTIC AS /7 SEEMED THE PLANT 
MIGHT DIE FROM LACK OF BLOOD. 


FOOLS! IDIOTS! THE BLOOD 
BANKS WON'T SELL US EVEN 


LEWIS, WHAT 
WILL WE DO? 


LENORE, IT'S ALL RIGHT! I KNOW WHERE TO 
GET THE BLOOD! I KNOW THE RELIGIOUS 
BELIEFS OF THAT CULT... АМО THE BODY 
WON'T BE EMBALMED! 


WITHIN AN HOUR THE 
МА PLANT WILL BE РЕР... 
Г) MANY THANKS, 
MR.LOA! 


О DAYS SINCE 
F BLOOD! ІТ 


IT'S STARVING... МУ EXPERIMENT, 

MY DREAM I$ DYING FROM HUNGER! 

I WON'T LET THIS HAPPEN... ILL DO 
ANYTHING TO FEED IT! 


k. 


IT SHOULD BE RIGHT 
OVER THERE 


Ок HOW гт MOVES 
TOWARD THE SYRINGE! 
LENORE, THERE'S NO 
DOUBT OF IT... WE'RE 
MAKING PROGRESS! 


IM SURE OF IT 
TOO, LEWIS... 
ІР ONLY THE 


WARDEN, RAPHEL'S 
ESCAPED! HS MADE IT 
OVER THE WALL! 


D TO / 
ED IN A WEEK! 
SEND OUT А STATE -WIDS 
ALARM! HE'S GOT TO БЕ 
CAUGHT! 


LATER THAT NIGHT, BACK AT IT'S А MANI... AND 
DR.PARKER'S LABORATORY... HE'S BEEN WOUNDED! 
ONE OF OUR SHOTS MUST'VE _\ [J LENORE! COME 
GOTTEN НІМ JUST AS HE WENT )Ё WHAT CAN I РО? IFSOMETM..| | QUICKLY! І 
OVER THE WALL, WARDEN! WHAT'S THAT? ... SOUNDS 
WE FOUND SOME BLOOD LIKE SOMETHING PROPPED 


NEED you! 
STAINS A FEW FEET AWAY AGAINST THE BACK DOOR, 


FROM THE SPOT WHERE HE 


SHOULD SLOW HIM 


„| THE BULLET ENTERED HIS WAIT! 
RIGHT SHOULDER... IT'S 
NOT TOO SERIOUS. HE 
LOST A LOT OF BLOOD 
WHICH HAS WEAKENED 


DON'T CALL THEM! I'VE GOT 


WE'D BETTER CALL 
THE POLICE... НЕ 


NEEDS | HOSPITAL 


5 


© 


DON'T YOU SEE...THIS MAN 16 THE DON'T BE SILLY, LITTLE FOOL! 
ANSWER TO OUR PRAYERS! HE'LL WHAT'S ONE MAN'S LIFE IN 
PROVIDE THE BLOOD THE PLANT COMPARISON WITH OUR WORK f 
OH, LEWIS... IT DOESN'T I-IT'S SO INHUMAN, 
SEEM RIGHT! THIS MAN'S Lewis! 
ALIVE! ІР YOU TAKE BLOOD 
FROM HIM, HE'LL Dik! 


KER IGNORED LENORE'S PROTESTS АМР TOOK HUGE QUANTITIES OF 
ФОМ THE STRANGER'S VEINS... 


OH, L-LEWI/S... YOU'RE KILLING 
HIM! HE'S DYING/ 


PERHAPS НЕ IS... BUT 
THE PLANT LIVES ON! 


YOU'RE A KILLER! 
VICIOUS HEARTLESS 
KILLER / 


IC, DR PARKER HIT UPON. 
PERATE PLAN Я 
LENORE Амр THE PROFESSOR 
STRUGGLED VIOLENTLY... BUT IN E CHANCE LEFT...SHE'S 
MIDST OF THE BATTLE. T SO MUCH BLOOD! PERHAPS 
| INJECTION OF NEW BLOOD WILL 
YOU IDIOT! LET GO OF THAT ESTORE HER TO МЕ! I'LL TAKE 
SYRINGE! L THE BLOOD FROM THE PLANT... 
I WON'T! I.. 
AGHRRR / 


OF LENORE... 


8. 7 
AND LENORE НАР JABBED HE à 
SELF WITH A-SYRINGE Z 


STAY BACK! D-DOW'T COME 
ANY NEARER! STOP... DO 
YOU SEE... IT'S МЕ, PARKER 
-— THE MAN YOU LOVE! 

LENORE, МО! NO! 


S а“ 
WITH КАРНЕ 5 
BLOOD, THE 
PLANT HAD BE- 
COME A KILLER. 


S$TOP/...1-Y CAN'T BREATHE.. < ) 
І... AGHRRRRR! EM ) 
в J қ ( D IT'S DR.PARKER! 
- H-HE'$ DEAD! ANOTHER 
N BODY HERE! 
F à BROUGHT THE LOOKS LIKE AND A STR 
HES BEEN 4 ; 
М STRANGLED! / T3 
— TA. 
AS Olam 


WHAT А MESS...TWO DEAD 

THAT'S DANNY RAPHEL! BODIES, A HANDKERCHIEF 
HE BROKE OUT OF THE / | SOAKED IN BLOOD... AND NO 
PEN BARLY TONIGHT! EXPLANATION FOR ANY OF IT/ 

WHAT'S НЕ DOING HERE? Ду 7 
YOU KNOW, JIM, I'VE GOT А 
FEELING THIS CASE WON'T 
EVER BE SOLVED! I DON'T 
THINK WE'LL EVER KNOW 
WHAT WENT ON IN THIS 
ROOM TONIGHT! 


ا 


THE 

£D... BUT NOT AS THE DOCTOR 
EXPECTED. THE NEW KILLER 
PLANT STRANGLED THE DO е 


TAKE ІТ OFF МЕ, 
DOCTOR! #ELP / IT'S 
CHOKING THE BREATH 
OUT OF ME! ARGHHH! 


WHAT 15 IT, GOVERNOR?) | THAT NIGHT HATE WAS IN THE 
T SEE a td OF ARTHUR CARTWRI 


15 A VIOLENT EMOTION-- АМ 
EMOTION THAT OFTEN LEADS 
TO STRANGE HORROR! 


THOUGHT I HEAR! 
SOMETHING.. 


я 
Hr oot 
HELLO! WHO'S 


m 


CARTWRIGHT HAD JUST RE- 
TURNED FROM EUROPE! NOW 
HE WAS MEETING FATE ! 


ARRGHH! NO, YOU'RE GETT- 
DON'T! URGHH!) ING EXACTLY 
WHAT YOU 
DESERVE! You 
HYPOCRITE! 


THE UNKNOWN HAD STRUCK! CARTWRIGHT 
HAD HAD MANY ENEMIES... WHO KNOWS 
WHICH ONE HAD COMMITTED THE DASTARD- 
LY АСТ? BUT A SHOCKED NATION READ 
THAT NEXT MORNING'S HEADLINE'S. 


AND IN THE OFFICE OF WARREN LAWRENCE, 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY, THE NEWS BROUGHT 
INSTANTANEOUS ACTION 


WHO COULD HAVE DONE | I DON'T KNOW WHO, BUT 
SUCH A HORRIBLE THING) CONVICT A LOGICAL 
TO AN IMPORTANT 


Г CITIZEN? 
| 


SUSPECT, AND ГИ. 
MAKE YOU GOVERNOR J 
OF THIS STATE, 


\\ 


T ТМ PARTY LEADER, AT LAST! AMERICA! FRIEDA WILL BE 
WRRREN--AND IF PROUD OF ME... AND WHEN I'M 


SETTLED HERE, I'LL 
THE LIMELIGHT BY 


CONVICTING CART- 
WRIGHT'S MURDERER, 
THIS STATE'S VOTERS 
WILL PUT YOU INTO 

THE GOVERNOR'S 


WHEN HANS 
BALORE, 
IMMIGRANT, 
STOOD AT 
THE RAILING 

OF THE SHIP 


HANS BALORE WAS A FARMER 


IN THE OLD COUNTRY! FRIEDA 

AND HE WERE TO BE MARRIED, 

BUT AN ACCIDENT HAD CHANGED 

HIS ENTIRE LIFE! HIS MIND 

WENT BACK TO THAT DAY 
ON THE FARM... 


YES, I KNOW! IT'S BEEN CUT 
OFF! THAT SETTLES IT! IM 
THROUGH WITH FARMING! 


HANS, DEAR, 

DON'T TALK! 
TLL SEND FOR 
DR. POLESCKI 
RIGHT AWAY! 


MY MIND IS MADE UP, FRIEDA! 
I'M LEAVING THIS COUNTRY! 
I'M GOING TO AMERICA 

TO TRY MY FORTUNE! 


SO NOW, X HAVE KNOWN 
HANS BALORE UR KIN 

HAD ARRIVED 
IN AMERICA, 

AND WAS 
riy ABOUT 
TO DISEMBARK 
WHEN ARTHUR 


НА 
SUCH ILL-MANNERED 


: CITIZENS! 


BUSY TOUR, 
ACCIDENTALLY 
JOSTLED HIM. 


ARTHUR CARTWRIGHT HAD 

BEEN FOUND WITH A 

FINGE! NT MARK ON HIS 

BRUI. THROAT, AND AN 

OVER-AMBITIOUS D.A. SAW 
A GOOD CASE... 


I TOLD YOU. ) YOU DID IT, 
BALORE! YOU 


OKAY , BALORE! | 
YOU'RE UNDER 


Те 
"n 


саў 


BRLORE TRIED ТО TELL THEM HE HRD 
ACCIDENTALLY CUT IT OFF ONLY A FEW 
WEEKS AGO--HE TRIED EVERYTHING, BUT 
ІТ WAS NO USE! THE TRAIL CAME TOR 
SPEEDY CONCLUSION... 


I'M INNOCENT! LAWRENCE] 
ГЦ HAVE MY REVENGE! 
REVENGE! 


SHE 15 DEAD! POOR GIRL! 
SHE ALWAYS HAD А BAD 
HEART-- BUT THE p> 
NEWS KILLED HER 
HER! DEATH 
1S AN 
EVIL OMEN! 
MARK MY 
WORDS! 


SOCIETY FROWNS 
UPON SUCH ‘SILLY’ 
IDEAS AS GHOSTS 
AND OTHER SUPER- 
NATURAL PHENOMENA! 
THAT, COUPLED WITH 
HIS OWN GREED 
FOR POWER AND 
FAME MADE LAW- 
RENCE FORGET! 
HANS BALORE WAS 
TO BE EXECUTED, 
AND HIS PROSECUTOR 
BECAME GOVERNOR 
OF THE STATE! 


D 
| HANS CUT OFF THE HAND 
_ THAT CONVICTED НІМ... 


М 


Ето 


THAT Оду LAWRENCE HAD 
BEEN WORKING IN HIS ROOM. 
WHEN A STRANGE, SWIRLING 
MIST ENGULFED НІМ AND 

SLOWLY TOOK SHAPE... 


THE WARDEN TELEPHONED 
LAWRENCE TO TELL HIM OF 
THE DEED... 


IT'S AN EVIL OMEN! 
WHAT SHALL WE 


BURY THE HAND) |. 


AND KEEP IT 
QUITE! 


DO NOT LET 
HANS BALORE @ 
DIE! НЕ 15 E 
INNOCENT! 
РЕООЕ CAN BE 
HAD FROM THE 
DOCTOR ІМ THE OLD 
COUNTRY ! NOU HAVE| 
ALL THE FACTS! 
IGNORE THIS ВОУІСЕ 
AND THE HAND OF 
DEATH WILL BRING 


NOU DOOM! 4 


SOME DAYS AFTER His 
INAUGURATION, GOVERNOR 
LAWRENCE WAS EATING 
BREAKFAST WHEN... 


LEAVE IT IN 

[/ THE OTHER ROOM 
PARSONS! ILL 
OPEN IT LATER! 


WHEN THE GOVERNOR LOOKED AT THIS 15 MY LAST THE DAY PASSED UNEASILY FOR 
THE PACKAGE, HE FOUND IT OPEN WILL AND. LAWRENCE, AND THAT NIGHT HE RE- 
AND A NOTE LYING INSID TESTAMENT, I TIRED IN EVIL HUMOR, DISMISSING 


THE INCIDENT FROM HIS GUILTY 
HELLO! WHN--IT'S EMPTY! NO! CONSCIENCE! BUT MINUTES LATER. 
THERE'S SOMETHING INSIDE! WARREN LAWRENCE! | p 


IT LOOKS LIKE A WILL! MAY HE HAVE USE I HEARD SOMETHING 
FOR IT ASI NEVER АТ THE FOOT MY 
COULD! HANS BED. 
BRLORE!" IF 
THIS IS SOME 
SORT О! 


YAAAH! HELP! HELP! И WHAT !s IT, 


ITS COMING FOR SIR? CAN WE | HAND! FIND IT! 
MY THROAT! HELP YOU? IT AWAY! 


А HAND, SIR? BUT 
THERE'S NOTHING 
IN THIS ROOM! 


NO ONE SAW THE THERE, ІГ5 DONE! PEOPLE WILL 
HAND BUT МЕ! А 


1 THINK ГМ CRAZY IF I EVER 
I KNOW IT'S REAL! TOLD THEM ABOUT THIS! 
NOTHING! BUT ( BUT ILL GET RID OF іг SER 


RR..I CAN STILL SEE 
LAWRENCE BEFORE ANYONE FINDS AT-- THAT TERRIBLE 


KNEW IT THIS OUT! HAND CREEPING 
WAS THERE! эу) TOWRRDS МЕ! 
AFTER THEY v 

HAD GONE, 
HE CORNERED 
THAT FRIGHT- 


BOX! MOMENTS 
LATER, HE 
WAS RUNNING 
TOWARDS 
THE LAKE... 


PLAYING THIS BuT THE NEXT MORNING, 
BLE JOKE ОН ME, LAWRENCE RECEIVED A 


WON'T SEE IT'S FINISH! V VISIT FROM THE NEW D.A. 
TLL BURN THAT HIDEOUS 
THING TO A CRISP! 


ко NGLED 
TO DEATH THIS 
MORNING! 


WHEN HE RETURNED TO HIS HOUSE LATER, ОН, MY GOD! THERE IT 15! 
HIS MIND STILL COULD NOT THROW BUT IT CAN'T BE! I BURNT 
THE NUMBING HORROR OF THAT ACCURSED| | IT! I CAN'T ESCAPE FROM 
HAND AND THE DEATH OF JUDGE STONE... IT! I CAN'T ESCAPE! 


THAT APPARITION WARNED МЕ! 
*THE HAND OF DEATH!" І 


NO! PUFF... PUFF..NO | THE PANIC- 
ONE IS TO ENTER, DO 


NOW, YOU KNOW! І... 
QU UN ND? OW I ERE SERIN You 
MO дм WANT | БАТА MUST HELP ME 
THIS DOOR LOCKE 
AT ALL TIMES! UNTIL | MAN RUSHED 
ЦІ СЕТ BACK! | OVER TO 
SEE DR. 
7 МАТ 


а 


EVENING IF YOU LIKE, GOVERNOR, 
BUT TOMORROW VOL AND I 
WILL GO FIND THIS BOGEY 
HAND OF YOURS! BUT I'M 
SURE IT'S AN HALLUCINATION! 
NOU'RE TIRED! NOU 

NEED А REST! 


GET FREE! 


HELP! HELP! IS it? I 


FIGHTING! 


NOU CAN STAY HERE THIS “Ф оғ. JOHNSON 


І.І CAN'T 
THREE DAYS LATER... UNDERSTAND IT 


MADE 
LAWRENCE WELL, GOVERNOR, WE'VE} THE HAND WAS 
PROMISE THAT | TRIED TO FIND IT FOR 
IF THE HAND THREE DAYS NOW! 

WRS NOT BALORE DIES TO- 
FOUND WITHIN NIGHT, YOU 
THREE DRYS, KNOW! 
HE WOULD GO 
WITH HIM TO 
А REST HOME, 
ADMITTING IT 


WAS AN 
HALLUCINATION! 


Ls 


NOT ABLE TO REASON WITH Н! 
JOHNSON CALLED THE Lm 
GREAT SCOTT! “У ВИТ HE CANT BE, I 


WHAT THE GOVERNOR'S J TELL YOU! THERE 
DEAD! WAS NOTHING THE 


САМТ SEE E MATTER WITH НІМ, 
wiar Youre | же d € THERE WAS NO- 


ONE IN THE ROOM! 


WHAT ARE YOU Y NOTHING, SIR! 


PRINTS... WITH...WITH THE INDEX TRYING TO 5АУ,) NOTHING... LET'S 


FINGER MISSING! HE'S BEEN Д DOCTOR ? GET OUT OF HERE 
STRANGLED! GOOD LORD! FAST! 
„ BALORE'S HAND! IS IT 
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STRANGE CURSE OF THE MOUNTAIN | 


By ELLEN LYNN , 


/[OST people think of а mountain as o thing 

of majesty, beauty, or sport. But to me о 

mountain is a thing of terror, stronge mystery and 
horrible death. 

Our little village of Glencairn, consisting of 
only ‘twenty families, once lived о hoppy, busy 
life at the foot of the magnificent mountoin-peak, 
St. Anne. We all loved our beautiful mountain— 
end, strange as it may sound, we felt that Mt. St. 
Anne loved us. No one in our community ever 
lost his life on that mountain—although we got 
ovr livelihood solely from its resources. There were 
never landslides in the summer, nor snow ava- 
lonches in the spring, which made us feel as 
though we were especially protected. 

9 was two years ago that the notorious Bailey 
Ferris made a surprise visit to our village. His 
powerful car took to our rough roads with amaz- 
ing eose and speed. In the flashy style of the 
typical gambler, Bailey made а handsome and 
striking appearance, but ! remember how | felt 
suddenly afraid to see this bold outsider looking 
over our secluded, peaceful village. 

My daughter, Janice; the village teacher, wos 
coming out of the little schoolhouse and | saw 
stop and store at Boiley Ferris. He was storing 

а! her, too—and again a pang of sudden, unex- 
plained fear coursed through me. There were two 
other flashy-looking individuals in the car with 
him and soon they continued on their way. 

The whole village was agog over this visit of 
the notorious gambler. We all wondered what he 
tould possibly want here, and we cll were nerv- 
‘ous. His entire stay lasted a week but his activities 
меге completely mysterious. The second доу Һе 

а сай! ot.the schoolhouse. When my dough- 

, Janice, came home she seemed unusually 

cted, а strange smile hovering on her lips. 

“Ded,” she said sometime later, “Bailey Ferris 

to the school today. He introduced himself— 
try to hide his identity from me. When— 
you talk to him he—he doesn’t seem like a 
notorious character at all.” 
.. “Watch your step, doughter,” was all І could 

'. “That's all front. He's got a bad reputation, 
and there must be a reason for it.” 

Ва Janice seemed to be caught in а spell. She 
spent some port of every day in his company ond 
кала seeing the brightness in her eyes, heor- 
ing the lilt in her laugh whenever she returned 
from some dote with Bailey. 


It wos the sixth day that the blow fell heavily 
on our village. It got around fast that Bailey was - 
there to oust us from the village, buy up all the 
village, buy up all the land and set up a М 
апа ski resort. Underneoth the shock of this news | 
felt also a sense of relief: now Jonice would see 
this Bailey аз he really was and would get over ` 
the infotuction—or whotever it wos—that she ob- | 
viously wos experiencing. 

Our little band fought with every means we 
knew, short of violence, to resist the 
of our hoppy village of Glencairn, but nothing - 
could stop a man from buying up property thot 
was available—and none of us owned the land 
we hod lived on so many yeers. 

Thot day ! noticed Janice was in a state of 
gloom—to my relief. She come straight home 
after school and was going that night to the 
squore dance with Hunt Harris. “She'll get over 
it,” | assured myself. "She couldn't really love 
such a heel.” All the villagers, even the older 
generation, go to the square dances and | ac- 
companied the young folks there. Janice danced 
—the young men wouldn't leave her alone. She 
was a mighty pretty girl and very popular. But 
she was not herself. І was sure she was thini 
of that Bailey Ferris. 

Then, for one moment, | saw her eyes light up. 
Bailey had come into the door. He beckoned {о 
her ond І saw her hesitate. Then she left her 
portner and went to Bailey. They had a heated 
argument; he was grabbing her arm and І started 
to go to them on the steps outside when she 
pulled away and came back into the room, he 
eyes floshing. Bailey dashed into his cor ond 
sped away. 

The next day we all received notices thot we 
hod o month to get out. There was nothing we 
could do so we decided to move en mosse to the 
other side of Mt. St. Anne where some broken- 
down dwellings, long deserted, still stood. We 
would repair them os best we could in the i 
time and move in. People, years ago, had tried 
living there but many disasters—landslides, ava- 
lanches—hod finally forced them to leave. Gloom- 
ily, we all took up our lives there ond in а mood 
of pessimism cal our new village, "Hope's 
End." In a year's time, ior pd Ferris hod built up 
а lovish resort ot Glencairn, where the bes, come 
to gamble and ski. With bitterness ii 
НД дере US di Rapt зо cerises Oa weed 
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а mater of principle never to return to Glen: 
cairn. 

But Janice returned there. To my grief, she hod 
fallen madly in love with Bailey end when one 
day he appeared о! our house to see her she went 
glodly with him—despite my protests, wornings, 
threats. How | wish it weren't so, but he seemed 
to be reolly in love with Janice and wanted to 
lavish her with the luxuries of his misbegotten 
wealth. He told her they would be morried. Then, 
as he walked оу! of the house with my daughter, 
he laughed ot me. In a rage, ! called down the 
curse of the mountoin upon him. | demanded re- 
venge and asked our mountoin to wreak venge- 
once upon Bailey Ferris. 

The life at Glencairn proved a horrible disap- 
pointment to Janice—the gambling, drinking, card- 
playing, with Bailey usually engaged in o game of 
poker were not to Janice’s taste. Her love for 
Bailey was real but she led an unhappy existence. 
And she couldn't come back to "Hope's End.” 
She had become оп outcast to the bitter villagers. 

One early morning, with the snow on Mt. St. 
Anne glistening in a brilliant sunlight, Janice 
went out alone for a ski run. She reached the 
very top with the ski-tow and then storted down. 
Then that dreaded sound of оп ovolonche—o 
loud roor—broke the morning silence. Numb with 
terror Janice made a futile attempt to change her 
course but tons of snow and ice hurtled down 
end overwhelmed her. Her groping fingers, her 
struggling arms reoched upward—but she sank 
into unconsciousness. 

The disaster hod been seen in Glencoirn. A 
rescue party зей out immediately ond in a few 
hours Jonice wos found and brought below. By 
а wondrous miracle she was alive, and I'll say 
this much for Bailey, he saw that she got every 
possible attention, medico! and nursing. Не 
showered her with gifts and affection. 

Two days after the accident, Janice wanted to 
speck to Boiley. She seemed anxious, over- 
wrought. "Bailey—I must tell you," she begon. 
"But—you won't believe it. It will sound crazy.” 

"Tell me anyway,” Boiley urged her. "Lers 
hear what it's all obout, honey." 

'You know," she begon, "| had been com- 
pletely buried under the snow. ! felt myself suf- 
focating, gasping for air, but my nostrils were 
clogged with snow. Then I felt hands grabbing 
me. Snow was being shoveled away from me and 
! was being pulled out from that cold grave. In 
my shocked state І thought І was dreaming but the 
honds belonged to—oh, you'll think me mad—to 
a—skeleton! And the other pair to а creoture— 
like а bot—but toll, almost humon. ! fell uncon- 
scious, but ! came to again in a shallow cave. 


Again І sow the some—creatures. They were play- 
ing cards! They were talking. The skeleton be- 
longed to o топ who hod been killed by on 
avalanche on the wrong side of the mountain— 
where we built ‘Hope's End.’ The other thing— 
was o Vampire! He considered the entire moun- 
foin his domain—and the two things were gom- 
bling—the skeleton for my--my soul, the vampire 
for my blood!” 

Bailey started to laugh. “Baby. your head wos 
hit. That was а fancy dream you had.” 

"Stop! Stop laughing!” Janice yelled. "1 tell 
you it wasn’t a dream. We all heard the rescue 
party approaching. The one that was th. Vam- 
pire said—"We соп wait—we have all the не in 
the world.” From fright, shock, horror, ! passed out 
again—but those creatures were there І tell you.” 

Jonice wos so overwrought, Boiley could not 
quiet her. “All right," he said finally. "We'll form 
а skiing party and go back to the spot where we 
found you. Whatever it was there that scared you 
—we'll come back and tell you about it." Half 
froid, half eager to know, Janice agreed that a 
group should go. 

When the time came Janice was ready to join 
the party. Bailey wos angry and tried to stop her, 
but she wos firm, insisted upon going along. 

The party went to the peak by the tow-line, 
then Janice, holding hands with Boiley, led the 
way down. Some strange force seemed to be 
pulling her downward, her eyes were bright 
end her lips were smiling. The people following 
could not get the speed that carried Janice and 
Bailey for ahead and out of sight. 

And then again tragedy fell. A terrific ava- 
lonche started just ahead of the scouting party 
ond they stopped short, horrified at the realiza- 
tion thot the two skiers ahead were bound to be 
hit by the falling snow and ice. 

It was all over quickly. Becoming a searching 
party, the skiers hurried to get to Jonice and 
Bailey, hoping against hope that they would not 
be too late. Suddenly a skier let out a frantic 
yell-he had come upon a cave. As they all 
hastened inside the sight they beheld left them 
speechless. 

A motionless skeleton, in o sitting position prop- 
ped up against a wall, was facing another skele- 
ton—whose queer outlines, with winglike append- 
ages, made them cll remember as though with 
one thought, Jonice's story of the gamble for her 
soul. An осе of spades loy between them up- 
turned—and lying on the ground dead were the 
bodies of—Janice and Bailey. 

But no one ever knew which creature won the 
gomble. 

THE END 
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THIRD NIGHT ІМ А ROW/ TAKE А 
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SEE IT TONIGHT / E 


TERRIFIC EYES...AND AS LONG AS 1 
CAN SEE, EVERYTHING'LL BE OKAY/ 
LET'S KNOCK OFF FOR THE NIGHT / 


I'M ALL RIGHT, ELAINE, 
HOW ARE YOU ? 
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FUL WOMAN, A GOOD FUTURE/ 
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SEE / I'D EVEN BE HANDSOME 
WITHOUT THESE THICK 
GLASSES / 


ні, DON ДО ELAINE / YOU'RE EARLY, 
DARLING/ |(SWEETHEART...OR AMI 


У 1'м WONDERFUL...ESPECIALLY NOW THAT I'VE DRAGGED 
MY DARLING AWAY FROM HIS BELOVED TELESCOPE / СМОН, 
DON, WE'VE GOT TO HURRY OR WE'LL 4 
BE LATE FOR THE PARTY / p "NIGHT, RALPH... 
SEE YOU TOMORROW / 


“RALPH SPENT A RESTLESS NIGHT 
BROODING OVER HIS MISFORTUNES AND 
WHEN HE WENT TO THE OBSERVATORY 
THE FOLLOWING MORNING . . . 
[ YOU'RE HERE 
| EARLY, DON. 


LAST NIGHT, WHEN I GOT HOME РВОМ| 8000 LORD, 

THE PARTY,I STARTED TO THINK MAN, WHAT IS | | AND HAPPENINGS OF THE 

ABOUT SOMETHING... SOMETHING $0 EARTH FORM THE PATTERNS 
EXCITING THAT I COULDN'T SLEEP / THAT THE STARS AND TINY 
RALPH,I THINK I'VE MIT UPON A GALAXIES TAKE, THE EVEN 
THEORY THATS GOING TO 


TIONIZE ASTRONOMY 1 
REVOLUTIO 


TM DEADLY SERIOUS, RALPH/ LOOK, 
REMEMBER AFTER THE FIRST А BOMB 
DROPPED, HOW WE SPOTTED А 4 THINGS WERE 
MUSHROOM CLOUD FORMED IN THE COINCIDENTAL... 
STARS ? AND HOW, AFTER THAT AND I INTEND 
EARTHQUAKE ІМ SOUTH AMERICA TO PROVE !T/ 
WE SAW SIX STARS FORM COME ON,LET'S 


THE ALBRIGHT AWARD / 
THE NAMES OF THE WIN~ 
NERS WERE JUST ANNOUNC- 
ED / YOU GOT YOUR AWARD CLOTHES / I'LL FINISH UP 
FOR THE WORK YOU DID ON THE 


LOOK, DARLING ,RUN HOME 


AND PUT ON YOUR BEST L THEORY AS HE DID... 


BUT ME GETS ALL 


HERE AND PICK YOU UP IN THE CREDIT/ 


AN HOUR / WE'LL PAINT 
THE TOWN RED/ 


з. MARTIAN THEORY / OH, DARL = 


AFTER ELAINE LEFT... 
WE'LL TAKE THE REST jÎ LOOK,DON/I WANT TO 
4? TALK TO YOU / I'M SICK 


FIDOLE TO YOU/ 1 WORKED 
MARD ON THAT MARTIAN 


DON'T MEAN WHAT YOU'RE... 
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ANYTHING IF YOU TRANS- 
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ALL RIGHT, I'LL DO 
PIT? NO ONE WILL KNOW 
ELL BE BURIED WITH 


Ў KEEP THOSE BANDAGES 


I'M FED UP WITH 
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RAVINGS / YOU'VE 


Г DON'T BE AN IDIOT, RALPH/ Ў 
YOU DIDN'T DO ANYTHING «ў 
ON THAT PROJECT BUT 


Фа САМТ ЕУЕН... 
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45 RALPH MOORE LOOKED AT | 
THE DEAD BODY OF DON, HE 
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V WHAT A PITY, DON/ THOSE 
BRIGHT EYES OF YOURS WON'T 
BE... HEY / WAIT A MINUTE / I'M 
GOING TO GET THOSE EYES / 


OME HOURS LATER, RALPH HAD WHAT HE 
AD ALWAYS WANTED ... DON REYNOLDS’ EYES. 
THANKS, FRANK [I'LL 
NEVER FORGET WHAT 
YOU'VE DONE FOR 


ON FOR THREE OR FOUR 

DAYS, RALPH. AT THE END 

OF THAT TIME YOU SHOULD 
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NOTW/ED THE AUTHORITIES. HE WAS BURIED THREE SUCCEED TO DOW'$ PLACE AT THE OBSERV~ 
он, DON (SOB) H- HOW COULD 
SUCH A (SOB)THING HAVE 


Он, YES, RALPH HAD EVERYTHING IN 
PERFECT CONTROL. WITHIN A FEW 
WHY, ELAINE MY MONTHS -RALPH HAD WON BOTH 
DEAR, HOW NICE (ў ( қ SCIENTIFIC RECOGNITION... AND 
OF YOU TO COME \ ELAIWE'S HEART. 
AND HAVE 


SOME LUNCH- TERRIBLE | | OU KNOW, DARLING, 


IT'S ONLY SINCE 
You LOOK FEW DAYS / , 
RATHER < DON'S DEATH THAT \ SPECIAL DIET TO 


I'VE SEEN YOU WITH-) STRENGTHEN MY 
OUT YOUR GLASSES f EYES... I'LL 
~ IT'S AMAZING 
HOW MUCH ALIKE WEAR GLASSES 
Ñ YOUR EYES ARE//) AGAIN / FORGET 
ABOUT DON, DARL- 
| ING, YOU'RE MINE 


Дт FIRST RALPH DECIDED IT.WAS JUST А FIGMEI 
OF HIS IMAGINATION WHICH WOULD DISAPPEAR... 
M WHAT TH... A COFFIN / A COFFIN É Зь. - JE DAYS PASSED.» 
18 CLOUDING MY VISION / Е ЕУЕМ WHEN I LOOK THROUGH THE 


TELESCOPE ,17'5 THERE / 1-1 MUST 
a, BE GOING CRAZY / І T's 
З EVEN LARGER / 


Аз RALPH LOOKED THROUGH А TELESCOPE HE 
SAW A NEW GROUP OF STARS /М THE HEAVENS, 
IN THE SHAPE OF A COFFIN WITH NITIALS / 


OF THE $KY...!F THE 

COFFIN DOESN'T APPEAR 
ON THE NEGATIVE , I'LL 
KNOW IT'S JUST MY 


1-1 CANT 80 ON THS WAY... 
I'VE GOT TO DO SOMETHING / 
ГУЕ ФОТ ТО МАКЕ MYSELF 


МАО A CHANCE TO DEVELOP IT, 50 
М5 MIND FINALLY CRACKED... 7 AH, I'VE НТ THE CASKET / I'LL 
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AND NOW TO.. UGHHHRRR/ | YES, RALPH, I'M DEAD 

D-DON/ B-BUT IT CAN'T |) ..BUT I CANNOT REST 
I'LL NEVER REST 

WHILE YOU STILL HAVE 


NO/STAY BACK / DON'T Y PERHAPS YOU DON'T Ñ Y STOP, YOU СА... ARGHRRRR / 


COME NEAR МЕ/І..1...//) UNDERSTAND ME,RALPH...1 
= { WANT MY EYES BACK... AND І 


Те BLIND RALPH RAN FROM THE GRAVE YARD AND When RALPH REACHED THE OBSERVATORY, HE 
HEARD A PASSING AUTO . CALLED HIS DOCTOR COUSIN, AND TWENTY 


GOOD LORD, MAN, WHAT I ...I'M BLIND / TAKE 


HAPPENED TO YOU / YOU ME !NTO TOWN... TAKE I CAME RIGHT. 


I WENT FOR А 
RALPH / WALK, НАНАНАНА/ 


LOOK LIKE ҮОУУЕ ME TO THE WESTOVER GOOD HEAVENS, RALPH.. YES, FOR A WALK 
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KNOW/I MUST KNOW/ | М BLIND/ WHAT HAPPENED? 


OF STARS HAVE FORMED A... A 
SCOPE, COFFIN. IT HAS DON REYNOLD'S 
FRANK / LOOK INITIALS / 
AND TELL ME 
WHAT YOU 


HE WAS RIGHT..HAHA... THE 

MASTER MIND WAS RIGHT / 

EVENTS ON EARTH CONTROL 
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KENYA TO PAINT NATIVE 
езана WERE THREE 

US = UL PORTER. THE 

FAMOUS West DON АР. ЕУ, 
WEALTHY TRAV A 
FIANCE’ AND MYSELF. 
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AHH== HE'S ALONE? Т Mw THEORY WORKED! I DON'T 
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